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SUBJECT: UNEP SUPPORT FOR BIOSPHERE RESERVES PROJECT IN 
UNESCO/MAB 

1. DEPT HAS LEARNED, INFORMALLY, THAT UNESCO PROPOSAL TO 
UNEP FOR SUPPORT FOR BIOSPHERE RESERVES PROGRAM HAS BEEN 
TURNED DOWN BY UNEP FOR FUND SUPPORT. THIS TURNDOWN, WHICH 
CAME AFTER OFFICIAL LETTER FROM FROSCH CONFIRMING UNEP 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT, APPARENTLY INSPIRED BY LAST-MINUTE 
DECISION BY BAUMER MADE IN PARIS NOT TO SUPPORT PROJECT. 

DEPT HAS RECEIVED SIMILAR REPORTS OF UNEP VACILLATION ON 
OTHER PROJECTS WITH OTHER AGENCIES. THIS HAS CAUSED 
DIFFICULTIES IN AGENCIES WHICH ANTICIPATED RECEIVING 
SUPPORT AS THEY DEVELOP PROJECTS BASED ON INITIAL UNEP 
COMMITMENT, ONLY TO HAVE IT WITHDRAWN. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY EXPLORE IN LOW-KEY WHY, ONCE COMMITMENT 
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RESERVES CASE AS EXAMPLE, SINCE U.S. EXTREMELY INTERESTED 
IN DEVELOPMENT OF THIS PROGRAM. INGERSOLL 
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